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ME MSc Graduation Community

Journey Session 1

“Am I prepared for the graduation project?”

ME Academic Counsellors: Lourdes Gallastegui Pujana & Mia Verstraeten
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• What’s in the project?

• On what grounds will you be graded?

• What are you good at? 

• Which skills do you feel insecure about?

• Which resources are available?

Graduation Project: Explore
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09.00 – 09.45 Phases, Rubrics, Skills

09.45 – 10.15 Strengths, Challenges, Resources

10.15 – 10.30 More Resources & next Steps

Programme of this session
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1. Literature review 

2. Research/design thesis project

• research methodology

• simulation

• experiments & data analysis

• programming 

• …?

3. Writing thesis report and final presentation

4. Defending thesis

Phases of the graduation project
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

“In the realm of US education, a rubric is a "scoring guide used to evaluate the 
quality of students' constructed responses" according to James Popham.[1] In 
simpler terms, it serves as a set of criteria for grading assignments. Typically 
presented in table format, rubrics contain evaluative criteria, quality definitions 
for various levels of achievement, and a scoring strategy.[1] They play a dual role 
for teachers in marking assignments and for students in planning their work.[2]

Components of a Scoring Rubric

A scoring rubric typically includes dimensions or "criteria" on which 
performance is rated, definitions and examples illustrating measured attributes, 
and a rating scale for each dimension.”

Rubrics in academics

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubric_(academic)#cite_note-Popham_1997-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubric_(academic)#cite_note-Popham_1997-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubric_(academic)#cite_note-2
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The student is able to:

• Search, select, evaluate, and synthesize representative scientific sources for the topic from 
several perspectives (for example, economic, ethical- environmental, -and health) relevant 
to the topic; 

• Apply best practices for conducting methodological searches in the literature review;

• Write a comprehensive and balanced, opinionated literature review that deeply explores 
the issues in the area of study, leading to new insights in academic language; 

• Clearly define the purpose and objectives of the literature review; 

• Draw conclusions related to the literature research problem and give recommendations 
towards new research opportunities, applications and consequences for the field; 

• Argument a statement using the information from literature, including counter arguments; 

• Manage the individual learning process, including time management and adequate planning 
(minimally exceeding allotted time).

Rubric MSc Literature Review for Engineering Students
Learning Objectives
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• Introduction

• Literature retrieval / documentation

• Body / literature synthesis

• Discussion / conclusions & recommendations / research plan

• Structure and reasoning

• Citations and reference list

• Use of academic language

• Scientific attitude

• Management of individual learning proces

Grading criteria of literature review
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• Introduction: clear, thorough, concise overview of the research 

problem, leading to a specific, clear and answerable research 

question.

It describes the relevance (from several perspectives) and adds new 

insights to the field.

Grading criteria of literature review
Content of written report (65%)
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• Literature retrieval / documentation: report has good focus, is up to

date. Review is based on thorough, documented search strategy, with

appropriate references and citations. 

Grading criteria of literature review
Content of written report (65%)
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• Body / literature synthesis: critical and in-depth evaluation. 

Convincing, comprehensive and balanced interpretation, leading to

new insights in academic language.

Grading criteria of literature review
Content of written report (65%)
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• Discussion / conclusions & recommendations / research plan: critical

and in-depth reflection on the findings, also integrating new findings, 

and corresponding with the research question. The formulated

research plan follows logically and consistently from the given

conclusions and recommendations. 

Grading criteria of literature review
Content of written report (65%)
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• Structure and reasoning: clear line of reasoning. Well informed and

rational decisions about the content and structure, demonstrating

critical thinking and self-awareness.

Grading criteria of literature review
Structure and style (10%)
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• Citations and reference list: correct, consistent and complete citations, 

in an academic annotations style.

Grading criteria of literature review
Structure and style (10%)
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• Use of academic language: consistent use of either British or American 

English. Scientific, nuanced, logical and clear use of (technical) 

language. Very few spelling mistakes or grammatical errors.

Grading criteria of literature review
Structure and style (10%)
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• Scientific attitude: The student raises critical questions and 

suggestions and integrates suggestions, ideas and solutions of the 

supervisor, demonstrating flexibility and adaptability to changing 

research questions, priorities, or sources of information. 

Grading criteria of literature review
Transferable skills (25%)
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• Management of (individual learning) process: Managed the individual 

learning process well, including time management and adequate 

planning (not exceeding allotted time). Changes to scope are justified. 

Grading criteria of literature review
Transferable skills (25%)
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ME Master Thesis Grading Rubric
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• Theoretical knowledge

• Generation of new knowledge or development of new design

• Creativity, skills

• Research/design significance

Grading criteria of ME Master Thesis
Content
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• Quality and usefulness of report

• Quality of presentation and interaction with audience

• Handling questions in defense

• Level of English

Grading criteria of ME Master Thesis
Communication
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• Contact with supervisor

• Responsibility in work and writing, time management

• Performin experiments / simulations

• Critical attitude

• Open mindedness

Grading criteria of ME Master Thesis
Process
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• Effective communication (with daily supervisor, professor, company supervisor, peers)

• Progress and meeting reporting

• Time management (setting up planning, following schedule, maintaining overview…)

• Knowledge of research methodologies

• Autonomy, responsibility, taking initiative, ownership

• Giving and receiving feedback

• Scientific writing and presenting

• Dealing with expectations of yourself and the supervisor

• Managing stress and anxiety

• Maintaining motivation

• ….?

Skills for a succesful graduation journey
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• Which groups are here today?

• Is every student part of a group?

• Get to know each other better!

Intermezzo
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5 min: Individually reflect on your strengths, challenges and
resources.

20 min: Share in the group and reflect together. Also share resources
that you use or may use to tackle these challenges.  

[On template provided]

Strengths Challenges Resources

Skills: Reflect, share and discuss
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10 more minutes!

It’s time to wrap up the discussion and make plans!

Some ideas:

• Which challenges are you going to give attention first, and how?

• What will be your next step? Prioritize, make a plan and share in the group.

• Find a buddy for support!

Skills: Reflect, share and discuss
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• Any new strengths you were not aware of?

• Which challenges are the most common in the group?

• Interesting resources? Let us know!

• Complementary strengths/challenges in the group? Help each other!

• Sharing the same challenge? Make a plan and do it together!

Skills: Reflect, share and discuss
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• Brightspace page(s) for your MSc track or for the thesis project

• Rubrics and forms on the ME student portal

• Writing Centre TU Delft

• Information literacy programmes TU Delft Library:

✓ Information Skills MSc

✓ Searching Resources

• Learn from your peers: attend presentations and colloquia, do 
some benchmarking, find students working on related projects

• Make the best use of your supervisors: ask questions, prepare for
meetings and keep notes

Resources (1)

https://www.tudelft.nl/en/student/me-student-portal/education/related/student-forms/msc-forms
https://www.tudelft.nl/en/tpm/itav/writing-centre
https://ocw.tudelft.nl/programs/master/information-skills-msc/
https://tulib.tudelft.nl/searching-resources/resources/
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• Workshops and courses by C&CS (Career & Counselling Services)

• Via Studentportal > “Academic and Career Counselling”

Monthly mailing with flyer and information

• E-health Tool and 1-on-1 consultations with psychologist or career counsellor

• Studentportal > Well-being and Study Support, Tips, Tools & Activities

• … Add your own personal resources here! Please share!

• Upcoming Journey Sessions in this programme

Resources (2)

https://www.tudelft.nl/en/student/counselling
https://www.tudelft.nl/en/student/counselling/awareness-self-management
https://www.tudelft.nl/en/student/well-being-and-study
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The Graduation Journey

What will be your next steps after this session?

Which challenges are you going to tackle first? Prioritize! 

Share your plans and find support in your group

Inspire yourself and others!



Journey Session 2




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35

